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*Since the publication of the Roystonea paper last April the writer has been favored 
by correspondence with Dr. Max Burret on the identity of Euterpe caribea of Sprengel. 
Persons who may have consulted the paper will recall that Sprengel’s binomial was made 
a synonym of Roystonea oleracea. 

The account of Euterpe caribea by Sprengel in his Systema, ii, 140, in 1823, is as 
follows (the name being starred): 

E. frondibus pectinato-pinnatis glabris, floribus laxis, fructibus oblongis subin- 

curvis. Ins. Carib. (Areca oleracea Jacq.) 

There is little in this description for the identification of a palm, the only special 
character being the subincurved oblong fruit, a feature that really applies to Roystonea 
oleracea among the royals (Bailey, page 367). 

When he founded the genera Roystonea and others in rg01 O. F. Cook did not dis- 
cuss Euterpe caribea, but Dammer and Urban in 1903 took it up as Oreodoxa caribea to 
displace Cook’s Roystonea borinquena. Beccari followed this treatment in his monograph 
of 1912 (spelling the name charibea). Percy Wilson in 1917 made the binomial Roy- 
stonea caribea for the Puerto Rico royal. Britton and Wilson in their treatment of the 
spermatophyta of Puerto Rico in 1923 (page 112) threw the name into synonymy of R. 
borinquena, however, inasmuch as ‘‘the name Euterpe caribea Spreng. is based on Areca 
oleracea Jacq.’’ The name proposed by Sprengel has been considered to be too uncertain 
to warrant restoration. The writer held this view, and followed Britton and Wilson in 
the treatment of Roystonea borinquena, making R. caribea of Wilson a synonym. 

The question at issue is whether Sprengel merely gave a new name to Areca oleracea of 
Jacquin (which is now Roystonea oleracea) or whether he intended to describe a wholly 
new species. He did not accept Oreodoxa (now Roystonea) and distributed the species 
in other genera. The fact that Sprengel had a specimen from Puerto Rico collected by 
Bertero (see Urban & Dammer, Symbole Antillane, iv, 129) does not demonstrate that he 
meant the Puerto Rico royal but may possibly have had an introduced species, and his 
statement of the lax flowering habit and oblong subincurved fruit suggests it: with these 
characters removed, there is nothing in the Sprengel account to aid in identification. 
Perhaps Sprengel did not make his description from the Puerto Rican specimen, particu- 
larly as he does not mention that bisland ut refers his plant to the Caribbean islands. 

The Sprengel specimen is at Berlin-Dahlem. Dr. Burret has examined it and pro- 
nounces it the same as R. borinquena and concludes that Sprengel described a new species 
(as is indicated by the giving of a new specific name rather than the transferring of a 

revious name) and that Roystonea caribea, Wilson, should be adopted for the Puerto 
ico royal palm, 
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